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1.   Apologies for Absence and Chair's Announcements (Item 1) 

 
1.1 Apologies were received from James Cleverly AM and Steve O’Connell AM. 
 
 

2.   Declarations of Interests (Item 2) 

 
2.1 Resolved: 
 

(a) That the list of Assembly Members’ appointments, as set out in the table at 
Item 2, be noted as disclosable pecuniary interests. 

 
(b) That Kit Malthouse AM’s declaration of receipt of hospitality from the SME 

Working Group, in the form of a dinner hosted by Malcolm John, which was 
not yet reflected on the Authority’s register of gifts and hospitality, be 
additionally noted. 

 
 

3.   Minutes (Item 3) 

 
3.1 Resolved: 
 

That the minutes of the following Committee meetings (which were outstanding 
from the previous term, and which have no individual successor body) be agreed: 
 

 Health and Environment Committee – 17 April 2013; and 

 Housing and Regeneration Committee – 25 April 2013. 
 
 

4.   Motions (Item 6) 

 
4.1 In accordance with Standing Order 2.2D, the Chair agreed to take the first motion set out 

under Item 6, in the name of Len Duvall AM, at this point in the meeting. 
 
4.2 Len Duvall AM proposed and Caroline Pidgeon AM, Andrew Boff AM and Jenny Jones AM 

jointly seconded the following motion: 
 

“This Assembly is shocked and deeply disturbed at the recent murder in Woolwich of a 
member of the armed services.  The thoughts of every Member of the London Assembly are 
with the victim’s family and his armed forces colleagues. 
 
Despite the barbarism of this act, this Assembly commends the response of local people and, 
in particular, the utmost bravery of the women whose confrontation of the attackers may have 
stalled them and prevented further loss of life.  
 
These actions are a reflection of the values and strength of our community.  
 
During this difficult time, the London Assembly calls for calm, and encourages the public to 
allow the Metropolitan Police the time and space necessary to carry out their investigations, so 
that those responsible for this appalling crime can be brought to justice.  This Assembly also 
welcomes the statements of support for the victim’s family and condemnation of the attack 
from all faith groups and communities across the UK. 
 
The behaviour of a small number of extremist protesters in Woolwich on the evening of the 
murder was sickening and obstructive to the police inquiry, with valuable resources diverted 



towards policing this contrived event aimed at creating conflict between people in the local 
community and beyond. This Assembly rejects the actions of the ‘English Defence League’ and 
calls on all Londoners to work together to defeat hatred and terror in all its forms.” 

 
4.3 Upon being put to the vote, the motion in the name of Len Duvall AM, namely:  

 
“This Assembly is shocked and deeply disturbed at the recent murder in Woolwich of 
a member of the armed services.  The thoughts of every Member of the London 
Assembly are with the victim’s family and his armed forces colleagues. 
 
Despite the barbarism of this act, this Assembly commends the response of local 
people and, in particular, the utmost bravery of the women whose confrontation of 
the attackers may have stalled them and prevented further loss of life.  
 
These actions are a reflection of the values and strength of our community.  
 
During this difficult time, the London Assembly calls for calm, and encourages the 
public to allow the Metropolitan Police the time and space necessary to carry out 
their investigations, so that those responsible for this appalling crime can be 
brought to justice.  This Assembly also welcomes the statements of support for the 
victim’s family and condemnation of the attack from all faith groups and 
communities across the U.K. 
 
The behaviour of a small number of extremist protesters in Woolwich on the evening 
of the murder was sickening and obstructive to the police inquiry, with valuable 
resources diverted towards policing this contrived event aimed at creating conflict 
between people in the local community and beyond. This Assembly rejects the 
actions of the ‘English Defence League’ and calls on all Londoners to work together 
to defeat hatred and terror in all its forms.” 
 
was agreed unanimously. 
 

4.4 The Chair stated that, on behalf of the Assembly, he would write to the family of Drummer Lee 
Rigby to express his condolences.  A number of Members stated in their speeches that the 
Assembly could look to undertake further work on the issues through its committees. 
 

4.5 The Assembly observed a minute’s silence in memory of Drummer Lee Rigby. 
 
 

5.   Question and Answer Session: London Finance Commission (Item 4) 

 

Part A: 

 

5.1 The Assembly put questions to Professor Tony Travers, Chair of London Finance Commission 

on the work of the Commission and its report Raising the Capital. 

 

5.2 The record of the questions put by Assembly Members and the answers given is attached as 

Appendix 1.  

 

Part B: 

 

5.3 The Chair formally moved the motion set out on the agenda, namely: 

 

“That the Assembly notes the answers to the questions asked.” 



 

5.4 Resolved: 

 

 That the answers to the questions asked be noted. 
 
 

6.   Petitions Update (Item 5) 

 
6.1 The Assembly received the report of the Executive Director of Secretariat. 
 
6.2 Resolved:  
 

That the response received to a petition presented at a recent Assembly meeting be 
noted. 

 
 

7.   Motions (Item 6) 

 
7.1 Jenny Jones AM moved and Murad Qureshi AM seconded the following motion: 
 

“The Assembly notes the recent ruling of the Supreme Court that the UK Government has 
failed in its legal duty to reduce nitrogen dioxide pollution to within legal limits by 2010[i].  
 
The Assembly recalls that in October 2011 it raised concerns that the Mayor’s Air Quality 
Strategy relies on government delivering specific measures and funding to enable legal limits 
for nitrogen dioxide to be met by 2015 at the latest.  The Assembly called on the Mayor to 
update his strategy to include faster and stronger action in London to ensure that the capital’s 
air meets legal standards for nitrogen dioxide[ii] [iii]. 
 
The Assembly notes that the Mayor has failed to include these actions in his strategy. 
 
The Assembly also notes the finding of a recent report commissioned by Defra, ‘Remote 
sensing of nitrogen dioxide exhaust emissions from road vehicles’. The report confirmed that 
the Euro vehicle emission standards and technologies, upon which the Mayor’s Air Quality 
Strategy is heavily reliant, have not delivered the expected reductions in nitrogen dioxide to 
fall within legal limits[iv]. 
 
This Assembly therefore calls on the Mayor of London to urgently develop plans for 
emergency measures to bring nitrogen dioxide pollution levels within legal limits.” 

 
7.2 Upon being put to the vote, the motion in the name of Jenny Jones AM, namely: 
 

“The Assembly notes the recent ruling of the Supreme Court that the UK 
Government has failed in its legal duty to reduce nitrogen dioxide pollution to within 
legal limits by 2010[i].  
 
The Assembly recalls that in October 2011 it raised concerns that the Mayor’s Air 
Quality Strategy relies on government delivering specific measures and funding to 
enable legal limits for nitrogen dioxide to be met by 2015 at the latest.  The 
Assembly called on the Mayor to update his strategy to include faster and stronger 
action in London to ensure that the capital’s air meets legal standards for nitrogen 
dioxide[ii] [iii]. 
 
The Assembly notes that the Mayor has failed to include these actions in his 
strategy. 



 
The Assembly also notes the finding of a recent report commissioned by Defra, 
‘Remote sensing of nitrogen dioxide exhaust emissions from road vehicles’. The 
report confirmed that the Euro vehicle emission standards and technologies, upon 
which the Mayor’s Air Quality Strategy is heavily reliant, have not delivered the 
expected reductions in nitrogen dioxide to fall within legal limits[iv]. 
 
This Assembly therefore calls on the Mayor of London to urgently develop plans for 
emergency measures to bring nitrogen dioxide pollution levels within legal limits.” 
 
was agreed (16 votes cast in favour and 6 votes cast against). 
 
 

                                                 
[i] On 1st May 2013  the Supreme Court declared that the Government is failing in its legal duty to protect people 
from the harmful effects of air pollution. This landmark decision in ClientEarth’ case paves the way for the 
European Commission to take legal action against the UK. ClientEarth’ case concerns 16 cities and regions  which 
government plans will suffer from illegal levels of nitrogen dioxide until 2020 and in London’s case 2025. The 
Supreme Court confirmed that because the Government is in breach of the EU Air Quality Directive “the way is 
open to immediate enforcement action at national or European level”. However, before deciding whether to take 
further action to enforce the law, it has referred a number of legal questions to the Court of Justice of the 
European Union.  
http://www.clientearth.org/201305012170/news/press-releases/supreme-court-rules-uk-government-is-
breaking-air-pollution-laws-2170 
 
[ii] London Assembly motion - Nitrogen dioxide pollution – 9th November 2011  
“The Assembly notes with concern that: 

 London’s air has the highest average concentration of harmful nitrogen dioxide of any European capital 
city;  

 The Mayor’s Air Quality Strategy relies on government delivering specific measures and funding to 
enable legal limits for nitrogen dioxide to be met in London by 2015; and 

 In June 2011 the government published, for consultation, plans to address nitrogen dioxide pollution. 
The plans reveal that London’s air quality may not comply with legal limits until 2025. 
This Assembly considers that it is unacceptable for Londoners to have to wait a further ten years for clean and 
healthy air. In the absence of sufficient urgent action at national level, the Assembly calls on the Mayor to update 
his air quality strategy to include faster and stronger action in London to ensure that the capital’s air meets legal 
standards for nitrogen dioxide by 2015, at the latest.” 
http://213.86.122.9/media/assembly-press-releases/2011/11/urgent-action-needed-by-mayor-to-improve-
london-s-air-quality 
 
[iii] Mayor’s Air Quality Strategy published in December 2010.  
http://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Air_Quality_Strategy_v3.pdf 
 
[iv] DEFRA commissioned Newcastle University and King’s College London to measure emissions from vehicles in 
urban road conditions. The final report ‘Remote sensing of NO2 exhaust emissions from road vehicles’ was 
uploaded 20/5/2013 on the DEFRA website and can be found at:.  http://uk-
air.defra.gov.uk/reports/library/  Remote sensing of NO2 exhaust emissions from road vehicles 

 

http://www.clientearth.org/201305012170/news/press-releases/supreme-court-rules-uk-government-is-breaking-air-pollution-laws-2170
http://www.clientearth.org/201305012170/news/press-releases/supreme-court-rules-uk-government-is-breaking-air-pollution-laws-2170
http://213.86.122.9/media/assembly-press-releases/2011/11/urgent-action-needed-by-mayor-to-improve-london-s-air-quality
http://213.86.122.9/media/assembly-press-releases/2011/11/urgent-action-needed-by-mayor-to-improve-london-s-air-quality
http://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Air_Quality_Strategy_v3.pdf
http://uk-air.defra.gov.uk/reports/library/
http://uk-air.defra.gov.uk/reports/library/


7.3 Navin Shah AM proposed and Stephen Knight AM seconded the following 
motion: 

 
“This Assembly notes the draft 5th London Safety Plan contains the proposal to 
close 12 fire stations, cut 18 fire engines, and axe 520 firefighter posts as a 
direct result of the financial constraints being imposed on the Fire Brigade by 
the Mayor. 
 
This Assembly believes that forcing the Fire Authority to consult on cuts that the 
Authority itself does not support is completely unacceptable.  
 
This Assembly also regrets that the Mayor has refused to attend the public 
meetings to make the argument for the cuts he has demanded from the London 
Fire Brigade.   
 
This Assembly is also concerned at the overall co-ordination of the consultation 
process, which has resulted in widely inconsistent levels of public participation at 
the meetings in different boroughs.” 
 

7.4 At 12.30pm it was agreed, in accordance with Standing Order 2.9 and by general 
consensus, to extend the meeting in order to complete the business set out on 
the agenda for the meeting. 

 
7.5 Upon being put to the vote the motion in the name of Navin Shah AM, namely: 
 

“This Assembly notes the draft 5th London Safety Plan contains the 
proposal to close 12 fire stations, cut 18 fire engines, and axe 520 
firefighter posts as a direct result of the financial constraints being 
imposed on the Fire Brigade by the Mayor. 
 
This Assembly believes that forcing the Fire Authority to consult on 
cuts that the Authority itself does not support is completely 
unacceptable.  
 
This Assembly also regrets that the Mayor has refused to attend the 
public meetings to make the argument for the cuts he has demanded 
from the London Fire Brigade.   
 
This Assembly is also concerned at the overall co-ordination of the 
consultation process, which has resulted in widely inconsistent levels of 
public participation at the meetings in different boroughs.” 
 
was agreed (16 votes cast in favour and 6 votes cast against). 
 

7.6 Jennette Arnold OBE AM proposed and Joanne McCartney AM seconded the 
following motion: 

 
“This Assembly recognises that the full electrification of the Barking to Gospel 
Oak Line is necessary, and calls the Government to ensure funding is set aside in 
the June 2013 spending round to finance this long-overdue project. 
 



The London Assembly believes that electrification of the line is necessary to ease 
unacceptably high levels of overcrowding and improve air quality.  To achieve 
this, the Assembly calls on the Mayor to lobby the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
to ensure that electrification can be introduced before Crossrail opens in 2018.  
 
This Assembly commends the efforts of Transport for London to catalyse the 
project by offering to contribute £25m towards the £90m cost of the scheme.  
Should, however, the Barking to Gospel Oak Line not be funded by the 
Government or Network Rail, the Assembly calls on the Mayor to work with TfL 
to secure an alternative means of delivery.” 

 
7.7 Roger Evans AM proposed, and Richard Tracey AM seconded the following 

amendment to the motion: 
 

“After the phrase `long-overdue project` add the line `and ensure that this 
funding does not come at the expense of spending on tube infrastructure 
upgrades’. 
 

7.8 In accordance with Standing Order 3.6A(2), Jennette Arnold OBE AM indicated 
that she would accept the amendment 

 
7.9 Upon being put to the vote the motion as altered, namely: 
 

“This Assembly recognises that the full electrification of the Barking to 
Gospel Oak Line is necessary, and calls the Government to ensure 
funding is set aside in the June 2013 spending round to finance this 
long-overdue project and ensure that this funding does not come at the 
expense of spending on tube infrastructure upgrades. 
 
The London Assembly believes that electrification of the line is 
necessary to ease unacceptably high levels of overcrowding and improve 
air quality. To achieve this, the Assembly calls on the Mayor to lobby 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer to ensure that electrification can be 
introduced before Crossrail opens in 2018. 
 
This Assembly commends the efforts of Transport for London to 
catalyse the project by offering to contribute £25m towards the £90m 
cost of the scheme. Should, however, the Barking to Gospel Oak Line 
not be funded by the Government or Network Rail, the Assembly calls 
on the Mayor to work with TfL to secure an alternative means of 
delivery.” 

 
was agreed unanimously. 

 
7.10 Murad Qureshi AM moved and Roger Evans AM seconded the following motion: 
 

“This Assembly recognises that reform of the Crown Post Office Network is 
necessary and long-overdue.  The Assembly welcomes progress being made to 
this end, with losses reduced by up to £14m, to around £40m, in the past three 
years. 
 



Nevertheless, proposed reforms have the potential to disproportionately impact 
on Londoners.  Of the six offices identified for outright closure – as part of a 
plan to close or franchise 76 Crown Post Offices - five are located in the capital: 
Lupus St; Sutton High St; Kennington Park Road; Stockwell; and Broadgate. 
 
Despite only representing 3% of the postal network, Crown Post Offices employ 
4000 people and are responsible for 20% of all Post Office business.  Crown 
Post Offices also process 40% of financial services mail and are therefore a 
crucial component of London’s economy. 
 
Post offices not only provide essential services to the public that are not 
available anywhere else, but they are also central to the local economies in 
which they are located. This Assembly is concerned at the potential adverse 
impacts on post-office accessibility for Londoners and the business community. 
 
This Assembly therefore calls on the Mayor of London to:  
 

 write to the Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State with responsibility 
for Post Offices, informing them of the concerns raised by the Assembly 
about the closure of five of London’s Crown Post Offices;  

 request that Under-Secretary undertake to conduct a broader social and 
economic assessment of the proposed closures, focussing on the impact 
on customers; and 

 seek assurances from the Under-Secretary that successful franchisees for 
Crown Post Offices will be strongly encouraged to pay their staff the 
London Living Wage.” 

 
7.11 During the debate which followed, in accordance with Standing Order 4.5A, 

Victoria Borwick AM moved and Jenny Jones seconded that “the question now 
be put to a vote”. 

 
7.12 Upon being put to the vote, the motion in the name of Murad Qureshi AM, 

namely: 
 

“This Assembly recognises that reform of the Crown Post Office 
Network is necessary and long-overdue.  The Assembly welcomes 
progress being made to this end, with losses reduced by up to £14m, to 
around £40m, in the past three years. 
 
Nevertheless, proposed reforms have the potential to 
disproportionately impact on Londoners.  Of the six offices identified 
for outright closure – as part of a plan to close or franchise 76 Crown 
Post Offices - five are located in the capital: Lupus St; Sutton High St; 
Kennington Park Road; Stockwell; and Broadgate. 
 
Despite only representing 3% of the postal network, Crown Post Offices 
employ 4000 people and are responsible for 20% of all Post Office 
business.  Crown Post Offices also process 40% of financial services mail 
and are therefore a crucial component of London’s economy. 
 
Post offices not only provide essential services to the public that are 
not available anywhere else, but they are also central to the local 



economies in which they are located. This Assembly is concerned at the 
potential adverse impacts on post-office accessibility for Londoners and 
the business community. 
 
This Assembly therefore calls on the Mayor of London to:  
 

 write to the Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State with 
responsibility for Post Offices, informing them of the concerns 
raised by the Assembly about the closure of five of London’s 
Crown Post Offices;  

 request that Under-Secretary undertake to conduct a broader 
social and economic assessment of the proposed closures, 
focussing on the impact on customers; and 

 seek assurances from the Under-Secretary that successful 
franchisees for Crown Post Offices will be strongly encouraged 
to pay their staff the London Living Wage.” 

 
was agreed unanimously. 

 
7.13 Navin Shah AM proposed and Nicky Gavron AM seconded the following motion: 
 

“This Assembly calls on the Mayor of London to lobby the Government to 
revoke its policy allowing the conversion of offices of all sizes into flats almost 
overnight and, crucially, without planning permission.  
 
Having not stood up to Government and opposed the policy, he then failed to 
request any exemptions in Outer London. 
 
This Assembly warns that the new permitted development rights will seriously 
impact on both Inner and Outer London Boroughs by: 
 

1. Creating hope value for all commercial premises in London, driving up 
rents for businesses; 

2. putting at risk the growth and vitality of Mayoral-defined Opportunity 
Areas and Intensification Areas, particularly in Outer London, in which 
the Government failed to exempt any areas from the permitted 
development rights; and 

3. generating sub-standard quality of residential units, as Planning 
Authorities will have no control either over the size and mix of dwellings, 
nor over provision of infrastructure or standards.    

  
This Assembly recognises that some areas may have a surplus of office space, 
but the planning system already gives local authorities the tools to allow 
conversions where appropriate, and the Mayor’s London Plan includes a policy 
of managed contraction. This Assembly also notes that the Government 
considerably strengthened these powers in the recent National Planning Policy 
Framework (NPPF Paragraph 51).  
 
Almost every London Borough requested exemptions from the policy, but the 
Mayor himself did not ask for exemptions for Outer London. The fact that very 
similar areas were variously granted or denied exemptions raises suspicions the 
Government made arbitrary decisions without listening to the very real concerns 



of local people. Permitted development rights undermine localism by taking the 
decision out of local people’s hands and do untold damage to local priorities and 
aspirations for local regeneration. 
  
This Assembly calls on the Mayor to lobby Government to revoke this policy 
before it does serious damage to London’s economic growth, creates sub-
standard residential units and undermines localism.”  

 
7.14 Tony Arbour AM proposed, and Roger Evans AM seconded, the following 

amendment to the motion: 
 

“Delete everything after the first paragraph, which ends `without planning 
permission’.” 
 

7.15 In accordance with Standing Order 2.6A(2), Navin Shah AM indicated that he 
would accept the amendment. 

 
7.16 During the debate on this motion, in accordance with Standing Order 4.5A, 

Victoria Borwick AM moved that “the question now be put to a vote”. 
 
7.17 Upon being put to the vote the motion as altered, namely: 
 

 “This Assembly calls on the Mayor of London to lobby the Government 
to revoke its policy allowing the conversion of offices of all sizes into 
flats almost overnight and, crucially, without planning permission.” 
 
was agreed unanimously. 

 
7.18 The motion in the name of Stephen Knight AM, as set out at Item 6, paragraph 

3.3, was withdrawn. 
  
 

8.   Future Assembly Meetings (Item 7) 

 
8.1  Resolved: 
 

(a) That the planned meeting of the London Assembly (Plenary) on 3 July 2013 
be cancelled; 

 
(b) That that meeting instead be held on a later date in July 2013, likely to be the 

morning of 24 July 2013; 
 
(c) That authority be delegated to the Chair of the Assembly formally to agree 

the rescheduled date; and 
 

(d) For that rescheduled meeting to be used principally to put questions to the 
Mayor, Boris Johnson, on his 2020 vision for London. 
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9.   Date of Next Meeting (Item 8) 

 
9.1 The next scheduled meeting of the London Assembly would be the Mayor’s Question Time 

meeting which would take place at 10.00am on Wednesday 19 June 2013 in the Chamber, City 
Hall.  

 
 

10.   Any Other Business the Chair Considers Urgent (Item 9) 

 
10.1 The Chair stated that in accordance with Section 100B(4B) of the Local Government Act 1972, 

he had an urgent item of business to raise.  He had informally consulted Groups and he 
requested that he be given delegated authority, in consultation with Group Leaders and the 
Chair of the Transport Committee, to write to the Chancellor of the Exchequer and the 
Secretary of State for Transport endorsing the case for continued funding for Transport for 
London to ensure that London’s transport continued to deliver the services London needed. 

 
10.2 Resolved: 
 

That the Chair be given delegated authority, in consultation with Group Leaders and 
the Chair of the Transport Committee, to write to the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
and the Secretary of State for Transport endorsing the case for continued funding 
for Transport for London to ensure that London’s transport continues to deliver the 
services London needs. 

 
 

11.   Close of Meeting (Item 11) 

 
11.1 The meeting ended at 1.16pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

Chair  Date 
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mailto:Joanna.brown@london.gov.uk
mailto:teresa.young@london.gov.uk

